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announcement proclaimed, “Do not be afraid . . . For 
there is born to you this day . . . a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) The world today looks to an ad-
ministration, a financial market, an astrologer, medication 
or material wealth for peace and hope. God knows that 
none of these life preservers can save us. Jesus alone is 
the Savior for the world and He is God’s greatest gift to 
mankind. This is what Christmas truly is! �

What a blessing it is to celebrate this greatest news! Adults and children have 
been working diligently to present through song the “reason for the season” on 
December 5, 6 and 14. Bring a friend who needs to hear the good news! 

 

Christmas Eve is always the highlight of the year. Our Candlelight Service is 
simple, traditional, filled with joy and children galore dressed in their finest 
Christmas clothes! This year we want to bless those who must be at work on 
December 24. Simple gifts will be available for you to give as a little blessing 
and reminder of how much God loves them. 

 

It’s always a blessing to celebrate Christmas with the family at Immanuel. It’s 
my prayer that God’s good news will fill your heart with renewed hope and 
peace this Christmas.  
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 This year the children’s choirs of Immanuel 
Baptist Church and Immanuel Christian 

School will be presenting the  
delightful musical  

 

“T HE CHRISTMAS  COUNTY  
SPELLING  BEE” 

 

It seems that all the kids want to be Mary or 
Joseph in the annual Christmas pageant. So to 
decide who gets the lead roles, they are having 

a Spelling Bee in which they will be spelling 
the many names of Jesus.  

 
Come and join us for an evening of music, 

drama, laughs, and  
the true meaning of Christmas! 

 

 Immanuel Baptist Church 
Worship Center 
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�"#�
� $��%��� ���� &�
���� �'���(� is the title of our Christmas 
Choir outreach this year. We will be singing the traditional Christ-
mas songs in the “swing” and “big band” style. Instead of recorded 
accompaniment we will have a live band called “The Big Band Ex-
press”. Many of you have heard them at various events in Ridge-
crest. In-between the songs, the story of Christ will be told. 

 

This is an exciting opportunity to invite your non-Christian friends 
to attend. They will love it! Plan now to come and bring someone 
with you. The dates are Friday, December 5 and Saturday, Decem-
ber 6. The program will begin at 7:00PM both evenings. Best of 
all—it’s free! 

 
 The Children’s Choir program is titled, "!��� )����
���� )���
��
��������� *��( � It is a wonderful program with songs, drama, and 
choreography that will delight the young and old alike. Come join 
us on Sunday, December 14 at 6:30PM. 

 
On Sunday, January 25 we will be hosting the singing group 
"#�+��
�( . This outstanding quartet sings a wide variety of song 
styles. They have traveled all over the United States and now are 
coming to Ridgecrest. You will not want to miss this great group so 
make plans today to attend! The concert begins at 7:00PM. 

 

� �� � ����� � ������ � ��� � �� � ��� �
 ������ �� ����� � �
�� �� ���� �� ���
� � �

See you there. 
Pastor Jim Ricks 
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To learn more about  

First Place go to: 

marlinsey1@verizon.net�
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Transportation Ministry provides out-of-town transporta-
tion to our members for special needs (primarily medical 
treatment). This ministry is coordinated by the Deacons and 
policies are in place. If you are interested in becoming a part 
of this ministry, please contact Bill Porter. 

 

Homebound Ministry provides CD’s of weekly sermons to 
our homebound members as well as encouragement from 
brief visits. If you are interested in becoming a part of this 
ministry, please contact Marilyn Porter. 

 

Connection Center Ministry is a new ministry that is seek-
ing Counter Attendants to serve on weekends. Training will 
be provided.  
Sunday Morning ~  Before and After Bible Study  
      (Immediately following Worship Service) 

 

USE YOUR WEEKEND  CONNECTION  CARD TO LET  US  
KNOW  YOU ARE INTERESTED  IN  VOLUNTEERING   

FOR ONE OF THESE MINISTRIES . 
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  This is a year to pay careful attention to tax preparation. Congress passed several acts to stimulate the economy, provide disaster relief and modify or 
extend certain tax provisions. Tax advantages generally fall into three categories — reductions, deductions and credits; here are just a few.  
1.  Reductions  

• Maximize personal deferrals to an employer’s retirement plan, such as a 403(b) or 401(k) plan. The general limit for 2008 is $15,500 (an additional   
$5,000 for those age 50 or better). Despite the volatility of the market, contributing toward retirement is still a prudent strategy for many taxpayers.  

• Use all flexible spending account funds. There is time to gather receipts and file for reimbursement — even for procrastinators. Schedule needed 
checkups as soon as possible. About this time of the year, many providers (dentists and eye doctors) send reminders on using flex dollars. Those 
who respond sooner are likely to get the best appointment times.  

2.  Deductions   
• Make a contribution to a traditional IRA. If both spouses are employed and aren’t active participants in certain employer retirement plans, the deduc-

tion is up to the lesser of $5,000 ($6,000 if age 50 or better) or 100% of the compensation that's includible in gross income. Don’t forget that non-
employed spouses generally are eligible to contribute to a spousal IRA. Deduction eligibility also depends on adjusted gross income.  

• Make use of the job search deduction. The unemployment rate grew significantly this year. Certain job-search activities may be deductible for tax-
payers that itemize. Eligible job search expenses must exceed 2% of adjusted gross income. The job search must be in the same field at the same 
level as the job left. Expenses are deductible even if not hired.  

• Charitable contributions are deductible if the taxpayer itemizes. A contribution of cash, check or monetary gift (regardless of amount) must be sup-
ported by either a bank record or a written communication from the qualified organization. Special rules apply to non-cash contributions of more than 
$500.  

• Qualified Charitable Distribution deduction was extended two years, thanks to the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008. This provision 
permits IRA owners, age 70½ or better, to make tax-free charitable gifts from their IRAs directly to eligible charities. An overall limit, generally 
$100,000, per IRA owner applies.  

3.  Credits   
• The Saver’s Credit helps low- and moderate-income taxpayers that make voluntary contributions to an employer retirement plan or to an IRA. This 

credit applies to married individuals filing separately and single with incomes up to $26,500; married couples, filing jointly, with incomes up to 
$53,000; and head of household with incomes up to $39,750.  

• The Earned Income Credit is a refundable federal income tax credit for low-income working individuals and families. To qualify, taxpayers must meet 
certain requirements and file a tax return, even if earnings are below the filing threshold. Earned income and adjusted gross income limits apply and 
maximum credit is $4,824 with two or more qualifying children; $2,917 with one qualifying child; and $438 with no qualifying children.  

• First-time Home Buyers Credit, part of the Housing and Economic Act of 2008, is a new tax credit that applies to homes purchased after April 8, 
2008 and before July 1, 2009. The credit is available even if the eligible taxpayer has no tax liability.  

  According to the IRS, nearly 4.1 million people fail to claim education tax benefits, such as the Hope Credit, Lifetime Learning Credit, Tuition and Fees 
Deduction, Student Loan interest deduction and the Exclusion for Savings Bond Interest. Eligible taxpayers have up to 3 years to file an amended return 
to claim these missed deductions.  
  Finally, the IRS reports that 279,000 economic stimulus checks and 104,000 regular refund checks, totaling $266 million, were undeliverable due to 
address errors. This underscores the importance of preparation and proofing. The IRS Web site provides a list of common filing mistakes. Among the 
most common, in addition to incorrect addresses, are missing or incorrect Social Security numbers, unsigned returns, math errors and failure to include 
all applicable schedules. Even tax preparation software cannot guard against some of these common errors. Preparation and careful proofing are per-
haps the most vital of all tax tips.  
Serving Him by Serving You, Pastor Henry 

)����
����*��1�	�%��'��
By Christine Howard 
793-1930 or clhoward@mchsi.com 
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